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| Preached to the ſecond Church tm Boſton ts 


New-England, March 17. 167% when 
that (, hurch did folemnly and explicitly 


Renew their Covenant with 
God, and one with amother, 
_—— js TY” 
W, INCREASEZE MATHER her of rh Church. MN 


Yr 


— = ———— 


2. Sam 7.2 For thou bat conflomad to thy (elf thy Prople Iſratl, to be @ 


Proples unto thee for ever : avd thon, Lord, art breome their Gad. 


2 Chrqn. 29.10. Now it is mine heart to make a Covenant with the Lord | 


God of I(ratl, that hit firrce wrath may twrn away from us. 

Frra, 10.12, Then au the Congregation anſwered, and [aid With 4 tend - 
wc, Arthen haſt (aid, ſo muſt we doe. 

jcr.18. 7. 8. At what aut, 1 fball ſpeak, concerning 4 Natzon , and 

nes. 4 K ingdome, te pluck up and to pal'do\yn, and to deflrcy 

1, if twat nation againſt whom I have pronounced, turn from thiiy 

| 62] way; / will repent of the evil that I thong bt to doe wnto them. 


Do — — 
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KACTETIAGE 
IIILLILIEIEIAIELLIIIELIIE] 


To the ſecond Church of Chriſt in 
Boſton in N ew-England. 


My dea» ty beloved. | 


He Lord Jeſus ſaid to a Church of his,s many 4 I icve [rebuke and chufter; ' 
And this Church of bis tha+ 1 am now ſpeaking uato, hath cxpericoce® 
ſolemn Rebukes fr am bim ig the way of his I'zov idence, and that for 2 + 
long Time ; yea from our firſt conſlitution. It was upon-the &th Cay 
of the fourth M , 1650. That the Forindation of this Temple was ' 
laid, There js but one [fone of that fylt building that doth pow? Me+- 

The Eyes of thoſe ſo cofterned, were (as{ame of you know) wpon : 
| mine, as defirous that he might bare been over them in the Lord.; 
Service for him to do, iu. three other Nations {uccetively, where 


e of eleven years; Alb ithis laboursalſo,was God: 
four years, before hiscourſe was anther inthis» 
vet nat ajane,it the Lord be with me)in the war 
| fee] the burtbenwhich lam vnge r, my fre-1 
quem caltmyg opon you, to.« vue aſull.ſepply ef{cpecialW caching }Oth-" 
-or4 19 the Church,doth ſufficiently ceſtflfy; yer 1 mylit cooke (s,that Lam ailrnott alfon®* 
Md, when I confider how the Lotd difappointed bopes that way from time to 
[we. There was one of our ſelves 2 iu beloved Phy Gran, whom many (and tor 
phtTtnow, alt) of you bad your th ' for ijnprovemnept ay a Rulingtl- 
"er in this Church; & it was in the _ of my heartghe nowtChurcbanectine, fo! 
MO him toyou for that endzbat the Lord-hy-anvnespeſtcd Grokepffy' cms 
" 1M Way from us; who were not worthy that fuck athlaſſing Ghav}d de eoy- longer ! 
on nved onto vs. Alſo, another (2 faith6:1 map) $25 wav-cholen; (Mough not orda'e 
"0d? by the Church unto ſome Office Relatian therein, was immediately made unyer - 
»reable, from that day to-this, by reaſoo of thoſe jnganityes that (Ill prevail over? 
"Wn, © are very folegm rcehvkes of Chrill, the Lord bely us to underit@nd ts! 
| pe 04 meaning chereio,, That awſall Diſpesſarigacot Divine Provid pre hacks 
meek 4 three - aH0e, when ihe beujc of (gd, (bor ſo doth the Srnpeutrt ah 
Maces v bich are Tos apart for his worſþip, Palpeys: © 33642 ) 146 MIOK 4s its 
» Miahoy'e forty dwellings acar ad)oyning, all conſumed. in-one foaral mormng + 
OY Xquaint you with, tor you have not ſorgotreg.it ang the markya tn} omen! 
© of colt Delolations are {ill dayly to be ſeen. You: likewiſe kauw ” cd ; 
A 2 WA . erl. 'S 


pleaſed to —_— you of,npwa 
world: \@ that Thave her n SO abes 
of Chrift for theſe $ years laſt paſt. 


\ 


To the ſicond Church 


terrible diſcaſcs the [oct bath Gnoe that, viſited vs with, whereby eleven perſons /v2. 
ſides many Children) belotging to this Charch, have been removed from ns, and 
ſomeof them ſ1ch as were an Oznament to the Cnucc',. as well x the g.or 3 97 .Chrih, 
in reſpeR of thaſe ſpiritual gifcs and graces that ſhin -d in thzm, ; 
| Ali theſe things, are !ntimations from H-avca, that the Lord can eably; remove tbe 
Candle#icz,and that therefore it doth concera us as well as.all (aud much more then 
ſo.ne) ofthe Churches in New- Eegland, to b2 retiewing the lngage monts of our Soils 
vato God in J=ſ)y Chriſt, that ſo b< may b= pleaſed to walk among|t us, and continue | 
the Tokens of his gracious preſenc2 in th: mid'tof us. 1rejoyce then, that God 
(who knoweth I hare often b2gg2d that he would do ſo) hath bowed all yo2r hearts 
to conſent and&oncur in that ſacred Covenant which was lately and folemaly renews 
ed derween the Lord, and each of our Souls. ; 
And now (mv Brethren, and the Lords p-ople) the greateſt work is yet £0 do, viz, 
Pncere emde 2yours 10 hrep Covenant, To help and further you wh-rein, there 15 printed 
a faithful word,preach<d by that Worthy Perſon, who ſpake uato you if the Na 0- of 
th: Lord, on the day wherein you had ſo ſolemnly Renewed your choice of the Lord 
to b- your God, Read and praftiſe ay there 'you are exhorted ; lt is not only 2 
weighty, but a ſeaſunable word ; and 1 am glad that ſo many of you have deſired that 
it might in ſuch a way b- made pnblick, The Lord write it in every heart; And 
give us to beever mindful of that good profeTion which we have made befare many * 
witneſſes, yea in the hearin of Heaven and Earth; M:n, and Angels foo, that came 
down from Heaven to e that dayes ſol-mnity, have b:he1d us avouching the 
Lord to be our God, and the Lord did that day avouch us, and our Children with Us, 
tobe Mis people... The Covenant we have entred into/many of you having ſo de- 
fired in order to your being put in mind efthe Obligation which is upor, you) is pub- 
liſhed herewith ; npon which acconnt it will be like Joſhua's ſton +, as, a monument 
of what hath been done,ſo,a witneſs againſt every man & woinan that ſhall not make 
Conſcience? to perform his vows, Let us remember” (1do b=ſ:ech you) that the Ey-s of 
the World are now upon us more then ever;Men will bz enquiring,what fruit is there 
of ſucha folema TranſaRion ? And if we donot walk as b-cometh the Goſpel, others 
_ will be difcouraged from following the Example that hath been ſet b:fore them, and 
they that bear ill willto Zion will reproach Religion and the holy wayes of Chrilt, 
On which accounts, better we.had not yowed, then that we ſhould vow and not 
pay. But if the Lord Jeſus help us to do his Commandments according to thoſe vows 
of God which are upon us, undoubt=dly ſome ſpeclal bleſſing is near oa : At pre- 
ſens we are under a divine probation ; The Lord waits to ſee how we will acquit our 
ieives, And ina more pecnliar manner, that branch of the Covenant wherein we 
have engagc<d again't the fins of the Times, ought moſt carefully to be remembced by 
ws, Thoſe evils are too many to be particularly mentioned in the Covenant : but 
therein we refer to what hath been declared by the Meſſengers of theſe Churches,that 
hare convened to enquire into that matter.—Pride in Apparrel,is one of the fins of the 
Times,when perſons por above theirEſtates, &degrees,or take up ſuch Faſhions as b&- 
come not ſeriousChriltians,It is a memorable paſſage, whichl have met with, (and have 


ſometimes put you in mind oNxoncerning certain Profeſtant Gentlewomen in /reland 
that being robbed and ſtripped by the bloody and barbarous Papifts, they called to - 
mind the rbird Charter of 1ſaizb, and ſaid one to another, This js come upon ws for aurex- 
ceſs and pride in Apparrel. Wherefore, Beware of this fin, and know that if any of v0u 
or your Childrer, that are under your power, be hereafter found guilty before the 
Lord in that reſpeft, Fod will look npon you as Covenant breakers in his «yt. 


Again 


» 


is Bofon in New- Pug od. | 
again, Sinfal drinking is one of th2> great fintef < Times | And Churcb-monbcrs 
have too many of them giv..n occaſion unto oth=r5 ro fig, nd to ſperſk evil of Cicir 10- 
ty profe:hon, by an unn=ceſlacy fre ;\uenting Taverns; and ſþ :nding many prietions 
hours, nay (which is lamentable to be {poken)) dayes therein, which if they had ſp-at 
halt that targe, in reading the Scriptures, and dther good books, in prayer, and ſecr=t 


Cummunion wit': God, how happy would it bave been for their Souls, and what x | 


weight of glory ſhould they have doen partakers of, at the 1a and great day. --They 
dz watchful, andfor the future, be not (cen'ia ſuch houſes except wheni you have juſt 
cauſe & call ſoto bz, Toere are alſo Errors of th: Times; Be zealous in b-ariag wit- 
n-\5 agaialt them, loe not little Ecrocs, lot God 1:a7< you to great ones. And charge 
yo.r Children to abide in the Truth ; It is a very fad thing, that the Ring Generations 
ſh9.11d b> in danger of ruaning into the mouths of Wolres, though in Sheeps cloath- 
ing: Look diligently to your Children as to that thing aiſo,Otherwiſ: you — 
not your Covenant, who have promiſed God inthe preſence: of Ang=!sand men, that - 
1% wi! dp what in you 1s that your CMidren az be ſuch as the/o that bave the Lords Nom gu 
upon them ougbt to be, but this you do not, if you ſufer them to go where they will be 
1n danger 0 be corrupted and perverted, 

One thing more, Jet me itic ap your pure ninds by way of Remembrance, concera- 
ing it, We have in our Church Covenans, promiſed faitbfuly 10 watch #27 on ' ane- 
ther; Souls, end chat more fully th: beretofore, O what a World of Iniq 1ity would be 
prevented, if this branch of th - Covenent, were d1cly obt-rved ? For the Truth is, that 


- mo! of thoſe viſible evils which Church -members are g1ilty of,ariſe from nzgl :Ats here. 
M-n can. ſpeak of one anothers faults b-hind their backs, but bow few that do in love 


and faithfulneſs adnonth them to their taces, when they ſce or hear that they do a- 


' miſs. Do we not know what befel the Children of lſracl, when they did not ſa.{trictly 


practiſed; The like meaſure we malt look for, 1a ;eſpect of our late/olemm 7'ran/actven:. 


watch over Achan (who was a member amongſt them) as thzy ſhoul4 have done? one 
Man finned, and dd not wrath fall upon all the Congregation, Joſh.22.20.- We kad 
need then to be careful and vigilant about this matter. Not-that every failing ſhould 
preſently be made.a matter of Church cenſure, but Scandals gre by Diſcipline to bz re- 
moved, and leſſer Errors may ſometimes call for loving Reproofs, which i wiſely ap- 
plycd, will promote the Intere? of holinzſs very mach, in thoſe, whom Holineſs «0;b 
become for ever. Tire was, when members of Churches in New- England, could not do 
or (peak evil, but one Brother or other would ſvon help them to [ce their Error, Let 


 , u5remember thoſe Times and ds the firft works, The good ſucceſs of undertakings of 


thi nature,depends much upon the manner and Spirit, wherewith they are managed: 
God would not have us to ſuffer fin tolye upon any Brother, yet he requireth, that Ine 
feriors ſhould be refp<&ive in their deportmnt towards thoſe that 1n gifts, place, 

Age are their Superiors Te younger ſubmit your [elves t0 the Elder, y:4, 48 of you be ſub- 

je2 one 10 anoth-r, and be cloarbed with bumulity, 1 Pet,5.5. - : 

| Thave no more at preſent, in this way to ſpeak unto you ; only be nat diſcouraged, 
if F5ou meet with cenſures from Men, for what you have dorie according to the will of 
God..-Not long fince we did*(and ble{ſedbe God that put it into our hearts) ſet apart 
a day for Faſting and Prayer, that we might cry to Heaven, for converting grace,u0 
de poured down upon our Children, One would have thought that gone pretending 


; toKeligion, would have diflik ed a work of that nature, yet what evil ſurmiſings, and 


cenſures from ſome men,have we upon that acconnt,been the ſubjects of? Why -le was 
a New prafice ; as ſome of old complained that Chrilt taught a «ew DoSr;ne, The more 
our (in and ſhame, if that which was long 2g0- our duty be but newly, or notat all 


But. 


A3 


To the ſecond Church of Cbrift is Boſton, 


Butit isa comfortable thought, that if a man doth well, and hears ill for it; if he t:ath 
borne witneſs fo -the Truth, and againſt Sin, and promoted the interelt of godiin« (5 
ig the hearts and lives of the Lords People, and is therefore hated, reviled, reproac|- 
ed, he meets with juſt ſuch entertainment in the world, as did the holy Prophets and 
Apoſtles, and Martyrs; yea, and the Son of God himſelf. If then, God in his word 
goth declare that we have done well, let us not be Uiicouraged inthe way of duty; 
and the Lord doth ſo ſpeak as to what we have done in promihng, {hy the help of h.5 
grace and holy Sparit) that we will endeavour in allthings to obey lus roice, When 
the C) ilaren of If racl Vid fogthe Lord ſaid,7hei ive wel | ard mm all that they bave (poher, 
And O that it may appear, that we have made this Profeſſion in ſincerity, that the:e 
isſuch an heart in us, e\en an heart to fear the Lord our God, ard kzep all ls Con- 
manuments, alwayes, thatit may be well wits, and with our Children tor ects 


$0 1 re!?, Ef 
Yours :n the Lord J<f2s, 


Increaſe eM ather. 


Apri! 19. 1690, 
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Returning unto God the great Con- 
cernment of a Covenant People. 


Hol, 14.1: O Jſracl » Renurnuaio the Lord thy God, for zbou baft j 4.cn by thine 


Jnquity. 


Heſe Words, are a graeious Invitation from Heaven, 
unto a ſinfull backſliding People : in which Invita- 
tion, there are four Particulars contained. 1. The 
Subje&s concerned, 1ſrael .i.e. the Lords Covenant 


People. The very name of [/-ar/, did put them * 


v minJ_ of the Covenant that was - between the Lord and 
them. They were deſcended from [\-««l an holy man, that was 
eminently intereſted in Gods Covenant, and did themſelves 
profels that they were the Lords People. 2. Here is the matter 


of the Invitation, in that-word Retwrs,implying,that rhey had not 


been duly mindfull of that Covenant and ingagement unto God, 
which was upon them, and that therefore ;xUid concern them to 
Repent, an1 in that way to Renew rtheix-Covenent, 3. Here is 
the Ov ett unto which they ſhoyJd return, Tbe Lord. In the 
Hebrew it is [quad Fehovas, Olque ad Dorginum)] (4) even a7 
'3r 41uxte the Lord: mumating, that they had departe] farr 
Irom him, and that Continued an1 through Convertion was ne - 


ccllary. It was requiſite, that they ſhould not only begin to R-- 


'»r, but never leave Turning, until they were cpme quite over 
wothe Lorl, ſoas ta become wholly fubjett undp him in every 
Uing. Even «st9 the Lord, who is here delcribe4 from his Re: 
lation unto them as their God, Thy God, Waich allo doth reipett 
'\e govenant berween G11 anthem, wacrezby G24 becains 
ers, anlthey His. Boch cxpreitions doc unply  Rroag Mo- 


YC 


(a) uſque ad 
Dominum 1.6. 
perfecte, non 
defltens, do- 
necDeum con- 
tingas. OEc- 
lampadizs in 19+ 
L um, a i fer=- 

C2THIS & aill, 


(b) 
[OO OITTLADE 
i} i, Metaphora 
a xs aut bal 
p . ja 't15.:s.ntfe 
nebtis lucy FB 
lebro! 5, 1.4v3 
u <1: e')-im + 
pirgoic ©! 
cortvuere, Pa- 
1e441n Lu, 


The graet Conceratucnt 


tived unto Repentance. q. d. The Lord Jchovab, is an univerſy/ 
good, and the fountain of all mercies and good things , without 
whom there is no life, no happineſs to be bad or to be heped] (+1, 
Therefore Return unto him. And jnaſinuch as He is Thy God, 
He is gracious and willing to accept- of thee, in caſe thou ſhal: 


. unfeignedly Return unto Him, Therefore Return, 4, This 


duty is urged from the. neceſlity of it, For thou haſt falten by thing 
iniquity (6) qd, Thou art Falter into a wolull pit of tin and mile 
r\, into a gulfe of deſtruQion, and art n»t able to (ave thy (elf, 
{o that there is no way left but this one,ol Returning to thy Gud. 
Wherefore the Dottrine from the words, is, 

DoQr, That when the Lords Covenant People ave fallen by 
Huiquity, it doth bigbly eancern them, to Return wats their God. 

There are three things may be enquired into for the clearing 
ef this Do@rine, it. What Fading in reſpett of Iniquity, it is, 
which the Lords People are ſubje&t unto? 2. What is implyc1 
in this Returning which the Lor] ſpeaks of ? 3. The Realon 


Why the Lords People ſhould Return unto him. 


Q. t, What Falling in reſpett of Iniquity is ity, that the Lora: 
People are ſubje# wnto ? | 

Anſw. 1. The Lords own People ave [nbjett to decayrs of Grace: 
Indeed they that are ſincere, cannot (all totally and finally, yet 
they may be ſubjea to partial Apoſtaſyes from God, and from 
his bleſſed wayes. They may be, an4-to0 often arc, on the lo- 
Gng hand, as to the degrees and meaſures of Grace. There may 
be 1ad intermiſſons as to the timely attings & excrcile of Grace. 
The Spouſe in the Canticles, confeficth that ſhe was allecp. An! 
all the: V-rgins, (wiſc as well as fooliſh) Sept and umbre.!. Vat. 
23.8. And it was faid tothe Church in Epbeſr, Thou halt /'r 
(though not wholly loft) thy firſt Love, ani that therefore they 
ſhould remember whence they were Fafew, and toe the firſt 
works. Rev 2.5. Intimating, that Grace was not {o hvely in 
chem,nor were they ſo much inthe pradtice of Religion, as 1tone- 
*1Mes they had been. Thus is it noted concerning Solomon, 
that in his 01d «fr, when one would have thought , hc ſhould. 
have-walked moR cloſely with God, Hi: beart was twrued 4/ttr 
other Gods, and be did evil inthe foght of the Lord, 1 Bin 11 4.6. 


(- vic Faris And Aſa was much Geclined in his latter time : which judici045 


3 ps [nterpreters (7) take to be the truc mceaving and intcadment 0! 


W 


Saf 
vi we 


of a Covinaut Prople; 
that Scripture, 2 Chron, 17.3, where it is ſ4ld of Jehoſaphar,thar 
he walted in the firſÞ wayi of David bis Father, (0 it 1s expreſſe: 
mour Tranflatien, but in the Hebrew, the words run thys, He 
walked inthe \wajrr of David, of bis fathry the firſt, Now Ala: 


was Jchoſhaphats Father, and his firſt wajes were-detter then his- 


' laſt, Headed ſo in his latter times, as we doe not xxad the like 
oſany go0d man, mentioned inthe Scrſpture : whence a judici- 
ous Divine (4) doth queſtion whether Aſa was indee\| a godl 
man, and whether that expreſſion of his Heart bribe perfit, oth 

. intend ahy more, then his not being an Idolater, &c, But fup- 

© poſi1g him to have the reot of the matter in him, it was a Urea» 
tull Fall into iniquity that he was ſubject unto : Therefore, 

2, The Lords own Servants may poſſibly falt into ſeanaalons ini- 
9*1'y: and that both as to Judgement and Prattice, A godly 


(4) Ir, Hook oy 
on AC, 2:39, 
P.651, 


man may for a time be minted with a ſcandalous error : yea, 


with Hereſy in his Judgement, albeit he cannot live and dye to 
without Repentance and Recovery. Hence the Apoſtle {aid to 
the Corinthians, How ſay ſome among you, there is no Reſurrett ion 
!rom the dead ? 1 Cor. 15. 12. Whereas the denial of the Refurre- 
(1101 is a fundamental error. Moreover, a gadly man may be- 
come guilty of ſcandalous practices, both againſt the firſt Table, 
a3 wetee in Aaron, who was by the people perſwaded and pre- 
vailed with to ſet up the golden Calfe in the Wildernels * And 
in Peter, who was once guilty of curſing and ſwearing falſely. As 
allo againſt the ſecond Table, as we ſec in Davids Adultery,and 
- 11 Noah's and Lot's being guilty of fuch Intemperance, as is 1n 
t)e Scripture mentioned concerning them. 
3. They that are the Lords People in veſpet of a wiſible 
Covenant [Intereſt only, may fall totally aud finally. | ay they 
may Fall totally: For though ſpecial Grace ſhall not, yet com- 
mon Grace may be wholly /oſt, Such Profeſſors may degencratec 
'2t0 mcer:Formaliſts, even {o 35 to become dead, ſaplels, & life- 
lets altogether, eventwice DeaaJude 12, As having loſt tho!ie 
(Quicknings, and gracious Illuminations which once they haC cx- 


perienceof. Yea, of forward Profeſſors, they may become bit- - 


[ter Per/ezutoys, Thus concerning Saul, that which he had was 
tiken from him, his gifts and common graces withered; the Sp1- 
rit of the Lord departed from him, and an evil ſpirit took poſſet- 
lun of him, that he became a moſt malignan; Periccutor —_ 

IDavic , 


a 


(3) Sic Gr6:18 
F/lizs & 21i1:n 
2 I1mn.4., 1.4 


(-) Devorheus 
an S\ nv, 
"— 


© (f) Impegiſt, 
he moiditt in 
muſtas & gra- 
\cs Calamita- 
tes, Druſos 1 
Locum. |; 


T ht grtud ConcePuning 


David, whom once he had loved and honoured. And fra 
when a young man, was very forward and zealous inthe wayeg 
of God, but aftcr the Death ofghis Uncle, under whom he had his 
education he did perſecute the Prophet Z acbary (his next Cou. 
zen) unto Death, for bearing witneſs againſt his and the Peoples 
Apoftafy. And Alexander the Copper-ſmith, became a bitter g&& 
dloudy enemy to Paul,2 Tim. 4. 14-8 yet it is/+) conceived that 
that Alexander was the ſame. who when time was,ſtood upintte 


defence of, and ſhewed him ſelf willing to ſuffer with that holy ' 


Apoſtle, At. 19.33, Yea, tuch Frofefſors as are Wypocrites in 
Heart, may Fall finally as well as totally. The Apoſtle faith 
concerning Demas, He hath forſak;n me, having loved this preſent 
Vt 0:/4. 2 Tim.4. 10. Which is the very deſcription of an unre- 
eerierate man. 1 Joh. 2.15. Nor doth the Scripture lay any thing 
of his Retwyn : but in (e) Ecclchaſtical Story, he is reported to 
be one that lived and died: an IcColater. Nay, fuch Profeffors 


- - may poſſiNly become guiky of the ſm againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


which is atwayes attended with finab Impenitency. They that 
have been crlightened, and had ſome taſt of the: heavenly gitr, 
may fall away to as that it ſhall be impoſlible to renew them by 
Repentance, Heb.6,4, 5,6, So truce is that word of Chriſt, From 
bim that bath not, Ball be taken away that which he bath, he that 
hath not true Grace, that common grace which he hath, he is in 
Canger of loling it, - 

4. The Lords People may (all nndev heavy Pmdgements breanſe 
of theiy Iniquity, (f ) There is a falling 1976 Iniquity, and a falling 
by. for, or becauſe of iniquity. Doudtlets both are i-tended in 
the Text. Sore breaking Judgements are exprefſed inthe Scrip- 
tures, by that of a mifcrable Fa4, Hol. 5.5. //rarl and Ephraim 
ſball Fall in rhriv iniquity, Fadah alſo ſhalt Fall with thew : Iracl, 
or Ephraim, h. e. the ten Tribes, had the worſt Fall, 48. in r6- 
ſpect of the Affyrian Captivity, they Fell to as never to rite a- 
Pain : But Judah Fell alſo, viz. under that Judgement of the 
Babylonian Captivity. The ſaddeſt eemporal Ju'\gemen's ar 
Dctolations, may poſſibly overtake the People of Go:l,inatiruch 


. as their Sins are moſt Ciſhonouradle to his bleſſed Name, We 


hcar the Church complaining, 71s there any Sorrow like wito my 
Sorrow, herewith the Lord hath affiifted me in the day of bit fierce 


 &Angcr. And the Prophet Danicl faith, Vader tbe whole kiav'n 


8.1;9 
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hatbonot been dont, at bath bren done wate Firuſalem, Now wheh it - 
is ſo, /niquity is the cauſe of it. Ifa. 3.8. fernſalem 5; ruined, and 
Judah ir [Fallen] bereuſe their rongue and their doings are again# 
the Loyd, to provoke the eyerof wit Glory. x : . 
5+ The Lords People may Fall from their viſible Church eftate; 
So Cid Ifrael, Jer-3.8. when back fliding 1{racl committed Adultt-. 
yr, [ pat her aw), and gave ber a bill of Divorce. As for the ten 
Tribes, God hath called them Loammi, and written over them 
L1-ruhama, ſaying, He would no more have merc | 
them on . Hoſ.1,6,9. And ſome Learned men (r) (r) De Iſraelitis qui per cap. 
have oblerved, that thoſe Ifraclites that were carrh-— FOE _— tranſpour- 
ed into Captivity by the Afyrians, were many Agcs rarities £6 Dena nods, 
fince, ſwallowed up with Geec«li/me, being (as to the rafſe;partim Judaicis $.na= 
Body of them) degenerated into meer Heathens.. gogis [- adjunxilſe, er cum * 
The [ews alfo are depfived of their Church cſtare 7 iis coalluiſ-.. Foe Diſpur.,. 
the Ring Jlome iz taken from them, and given to the do __ pes pe! 33 . 
| Gentiles, h.e. ) The Church of Gad (which is his Ciba: Cats "ob phoges Ap 
Kinzdome) is not now to be found among them, -1og.p.4. On 
but among the Gentiles, who are planted in their | 
Room. Hence, the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of their Fa/, Rom. rr.rr 
12 inaſmuch as they are Fallen from their Relation ro God as . 
his viſible Covenant People, - And the like hath hapned unto ma-+ 
ny particular Goſpel Churches, in theſe dayes of the New-Le- 
ftimnt : witneſs all the Churches in Aſia, In tome places it the - 
leſſer Aha,where once glorious Churches were ſeen, at this day, 
there is not-lo much as one Chriſtian, $0 in Fphrſme;, in Laodices, 
not an houſe, not a man to be leen. In Smyrna, Prrgamas, Thy- 
ativa, Sarda, Philadelphia, no Inhabitants except barbarous 
Turks, and a few ſuperſtitious Greeks who call themſelves Chri- {107 
ſtians (s) One that within theſe ten years did viſit thoſe defolate $Sir;oy of the 
places, profeſſeth, that he could not look upon ſuch amazing 7 Churches in 
Ruincs without horror and Admiration. And there was once 4 45 they 
a famous Church in Rome ;, but the Lord hath long ſince given = EO 
er a bill of Divorce: * And theretore Paul ſpoke like a Pro © © 
p1ct, when he ſaid to the Church of Rome, Behold, the gooaneſs Of 
V /:1-1iry of God, on them which Fell ſeverity, but towar 4s thee good- 
nr, if thou continue in his Tooaneſt;, otherwiſe thou Salt be cut off 
R1m11.22, Nor is there any particular Church in the world, 
du; this may intime defall &, Never any Church enjoyed tuch 
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a Priviledge as that of /udefe27ibility, or impoſſibility of loofing 


their Church eſtate, which the Rew«nifts do vainly pretend unto, 


Churches may degenerate, ſo as to loſe that whicd is the true. 
Matter ofa Church, ſc. viſible Saints, T be faithfull City may be- 


come an Harlot © It was full of Pudgement, Righteouſneſs lodged in 


it, but now /{urtbertrr. Iſa. 1-21. And they may loſe that which 
is the Form of a Church,ſc. Coven inet with God and one another. 
Thole two Staves, Beanty and Bands, may be broken, Zech. 11, 
10,14. Or, if Churches ſhould not degencrate as to their Prin- 
ciples they may be unchurched other wayes, and by other mears 
e.g- By Diviſions : An Houſe (fo a Church, which 1s an Houſe of 
God) Civided cannot ſtand, Or, the Lord may remove Inſtru- 
ments whereby theafaits of his Ringdome in this or that place 
are managed. Sometimes the plucking up of one Pillar, maketh 
way for the whole houſe to Fall ſpeedily and irrecoverably. Or 
a Storm of Perſecution may arife, which ſhall blow the Lights 
outof the Caridleſticks, yea and overfet the Candleſticks too, 
The Church had like to have. been carried away with that Flood 
ofthe Arrian Heveſy and Perſecution, Rev.12.15. In Auſtin: 
time, whilſt he was yet living,.all the Churches in Africa, (cx- | 
cepting three) (g) were laid waſt by the barbarous Goth and * 
Vandalr, whom the Lord let looſe upon them, Yea, and fo it was 
with the old Church of Reme, (+) they were (about,4©e. ycars 
after Chriſt) cut off by the'ſword of the Goths and Vandals, and 
another people, viz. thoſe whom we call /ral/za*s, ſubſtituted in 
their room. Like as the ten Tribes bcinp fallen to [dolatry, 
were deltroyed by the Aſſyrians, and Samaritans placed in their 
Kcad. | h 
We come then to the ſecond Enquiry, vis, What is imply:d 
in thu Returning which the Text ſpeaks of ? | 
Anſw. It is the ſame with Repenrance, Sin is a departing 
from God, but Repentance is a Rerarning to Him again, Where: 
ſorc Repentance is often expreſſed inthe Scripture by that 0 
Turning an! Retuywng unto the Lord, and by that of Conver(* 
#n, the Phraſe being a /erauphoy taken from thoſe that are go"® 
out of the right way, but doe Return back agaia intothe way 
wherein they ſhould goe, Repentance is nothing elſe but 4 77" 
wing from all Sin unto God. It implyeth a,change of the whole 


man, The mind is renewed. As in Retwruingy (1) m_ " X 
: | cnang 
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ehange of the poſture ofthe Body, ſo where there is Repentance 
the mind is bent quite another nay. It was looking Sin-ward, 
: Farth ward, Hcll-ward, but now 1s fixed vpon God, and Chriſt, 
and Heaven. IM Retwrning the further a man goeth from a place, 
the lefler Coe things ſeem that he hath left behind him4to in Re- 
turning to Gud.the more a man Coth Repwrn,the world & the va- 
nitycs uf it ſeem little, yea as nothing ro him. Again, Repenrance 
;mplyes a great Turn in the heart & affeions, ſo that thuſe fins 
2nd corruptions, which were mcſt luved and cclightes my are 
become the moſt hateſull, as we ſec in Rerwrning Eghraimy, Hel, 
14.8. What. have ] any more to dee with [dels? Belorc his Retary, 
nothing ſoCear as Idols, but aſter that, nothing more abcmina- 
ble. Repentance implyecth alſo, n change ina mans AGions and 
Converſation. The true Penitent is 7 «7»ed into another way, 


lla.g5.7. Let the wicked for ſake his way, and let him Return wnto © 


the Lord, He was inthe way to Hell, buthe « in the way to 
Heaven, He wa going in the broad way, but s come about, 
and got into the narrow way, which leads to everlaſting life. 
2. 3+ But why ſhould the Lords People Return wnto Him ? 
4. 1 ſhall mention only thatReaſon implyed in the_Text, 
: namely, The Conſideration of the holy and gracicus Covenant which 
they are under. Return unto the Lord r4y God O Iſrael: He is 
thy God, and thereture thou art to Returnto Him, Therefore, 
this conſideration of the Coverant is often uſed in the Scripture 
as an Argument to cnforce Repentar gage Twrn O back- 
fliding Children, for 1 am married unto you, vis, in Teſpea of the 
Covenant which was between God and them, - And the Apo» 
tle calls upon the Jews to Repent and be Converted, Att. 3. 19. 
and preſſeth his Exhortation with this Argument, 7cw are the 
chilaren of the Covenant which God made with our Fathers, v.25, 
So Coe the Scals of the Covenant, ingage the ſubjeas of them 
to repent and return unto the Lord more and more. Hence it 
Is ſaid of John, that he Cid baptize wrto Ripentance, Mat, 3.11% 
becauſe thoſe whom he bapti 7ed, were thereby ingaged to pra» 
ule Repentance. Its true, that they who arc in Covenant vith 
God, are botind to walk cloſcly withhim and to be carcfull that 
they dye not make work ſur Rexentance. Nevertheleſs, in caſe 
they dye through Temptation fail and Fall, the Covenant doth 
ingage them to renew their Repentance, and ty make haſt to 
| By Return 
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Return wmnto the Lord apain, when they have back{liden from 
Him. They that lye under their Falls, continue breaking the 
everlaſting Covenant, Moreover, the Lord inthe Covenant of 
Grace, declareth unto men, that he will pardon thcir Sins,in caſc 
they doe unfeignedly x:turn unto him. ' The Goſpel is ſoine- 
times called the Covenant. It was propheſted concerning Chriſt, 
that he ſhould confirm the Covenant With many for one werk,, h.c. 
for ſeven years, which is a Prophrtical Week. The Lord Chriſt 
did himfelt (er) preach the Goſpel to the Jews for the ſpace of 
three years an4 an half, an4 after that (as ſome obſerve) his A- 
poſtles did offer the Gofpel other three years, and fomething 
more, before ever they preached to the Gentiles. Thus was the 
Covenant confirmed for one week, Dan.g.a7. Now the Folpet 
doth command men every where to Repecnt, and 6 miſe 
the Remiſlion of Sins in caſe they doe fo. And if they that arc 
under the external offer ofthe Covenant only, are bound to re- 
pent, how much more they that are indeed in Covenant ? 


VSE. Let us hence be exborted, pryſwwaded and prevailed with 
t0 Return unto the Lord our Gea. Return unto thy God O Ifracl, 
O Vew- England, for thou haſt Fallen by thine iniquity, 

Conſider, 1. Phat cauſe we have every one of us, to be Return- 
my unto the Lord our God. Certainly we have necd to be turning 
from fin & from the world, yet more & more. Repentance is the 
work of. a Chriſtiag as long as he liveth in this world, There 


_ are many that are ina ſtateof ſin, an aniverſal Repentance is of 


abſolute neceſſity to every ſuch Soul. There are others that are 
under the prevailing power of ſome ſpecial Corruption or Tem- 
ptation; and they ſtand in necd of a Particular Repent ance. T here- 
fore Chriſt (aid to his Diſciples, notwithſtanding their being 
converted as to their State, Mith.18.,3. Except ye be Conver- 
red, ye ſhall not enter into the King dome of Heaven, meaning. tVat 


_ Excopt they were converted from. that papticular ſim of Price,, 


which was then too apparent in them, they- could not be ſaved. 
An1 are thete not many particular Perſons. that are under wo- 
full decayes as to their ſpiritual eſtate ? Alas | they are not the , 
ſame men that they were thirty or forty years agoe.: And what 
cauſe fave ſuch to be thinking of Returning to the Lord, from 
whor they have deeply revelted. Nay, is there not a general 
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Declcnſion amongſt [rofeſſors in New-E neland! May we net 


confeſs, as the Lords Peoplc ſometimes did, Jer. 14.7, Onur Ini- 
quities teſtifit againſt us, for our Backſliding1 are many, Again, 
that which is ſpoken, Jcr.2.21. may in teo fad a degree be ap- 
flyed unto New-England, I plantea thee a noble Vine who avight 
ſeea, how then art thow turned inte the argenivate Plant of a flrange 
I'ine wnts me, Howdid the Power of Godlineſs flouriſh inthis 
Lind, and in thcſe Churches, when time was | But is it fo at 
this; day ? Is there not a gereralCecay as to the power of 
godlinets > How have Chriſtians leſt their firſt Love? It was 
an Exprefion in the Sermon prcached on the day when this 
Church was gathered, (+) ncar upon thirty years agocs /t 14 tos 
platy to be denzed, that there is a «ying Spirit in New-England to 
the ayes of God. If it were fo then, how much more now ? Men 
haic forgot their Errand into this Wilderneſs, #/hat came ye into 
the Wilaermeſs to (re ? It hath often and truely. ſaid, That 
Ne'v- England Ciffcrs from other en:goings of owr/ Nation, in that 
Religion was the deſign of our Fathers in tranſporting them- 
{clves and Familyes into this waſt and bowling Wilderpels. But 
nicn are #ow purſuing a worldly Inccreſt, with their whole hearts. 
The things of God, and the great Concernments of his Holy 
Kingdome, are not ſought-after in the firſt place. Ifthe body 
oithe prefent Randing Generation, be compared with what was 
here forty years agoc, What a fad Degeneracy is evicent to the 
view of every man, that hath his hcart exerciſed, in Ciſcerning 
things of this nature ? | | 

Coniiter 2. How folemnly God hath been calling upon us to Re- 
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'wn. And that mdre wayes then one. By leſicr and greater 


zulgements. The Lord hath come wpon vs, as a moth, and after 


that as a Lion, in tearing wrath, and furious Jucgements., that 
have rent & born down all before them. When lighter Aﬀictions 
would fot. Co, the Lord hath made barc his Arm againſt us, 
brag. iſhing a glitter ng Sword, making it bright for the ſaugh- 
ler,vcayg& crunk with b'ood,& the woice of the Lord was 10 it, call- 
"8 aloud from Heaven, Return onto thy God,O New-Frelana, tor 
1 ''-% bait Fallen by thine Iniquity, The Lord hath alfo ſent the Ce- 

ſroving Angel among us, with a beſom of deſtruttion, whereby 
Peary hundreds were {wept away in:othe Land of Carkrels. Ah : 
2007 NV » Angland, Ah! poorBeſten, wilt thou not yet hear, & wit 
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and live? Once more , The Lord hath fallen upon vs of late, anJ 
rendred his Rebukes in flamos of Fire ,May not we call the Nam: 
of this place Tabrrab, becauſe the Fire of the Lord hath burn: a. 
mongſ us! Come an1 behold the defolations which the Lord 
hath maJe. Bewaile the burning which the Lord- hath kin/led, 
What is the voice of the Lord in all theſe ſolemn diſpenlations, if 
this benotit ? 0 New: Englant, and this Boſton eſpecially, Retwrn 
wnto the Lord thy God, for thon baft falltn by thine Iniquity. 

And O Congregation, hear the Word of the Lord, Wein 
this Congregation, in amore peculiar manner, have be en under 
ſolemn and awakening calls from Heaven, When the Veſſel was 
blown up in the harbonr five years agoc, and ſereral delireable 
perlons loſt their lives, what a folemn blow: was that. The 
Lord hath made aweful breaches upon us. One of this Church 
(+) and a moſt defireable and uleſyl man,that dyed by the Sword 
of the Heathen: and ſome by (4) the late mortal Conta- 
gion, and divers, that by other providences have becn ta- 
Ken away froin us. God hath thinned our glory. And do we not 
remember the diſmal Fire that was in this part of the Towna- 
bove three years agoc, when this houſe was moſt delolate,the hos/t 
wherein we bave beew wont to praiſe the Lord, was burnt with fire; 
and this Candleftick was then under aweful ſhakings. Some ob- 
{crve, (4) that God uſeth tg move the Candleſdick,before he dot! 
quite remove it. Truly, God hath bcen moving this Can!le- 
ſticky and I muſt needs ſolemnly declarc, that it Iooketh like an 
ominous ſign, that the Lord doth intend at laſt, to remove an. 
break this Candleſtick, if there be not a returning to him. Let vs 
not be high minded, but fear. GoJ can bring it to pals in one 
Jay, by one fatal ſtroke. O then, what cauſe have we, to (ay at- 
ter the Lords people, come, let ua Retwrn unto the Lord, ve ft 
for», He hath ſmitten, Hol'6. 1. 

Morcover, the Lord hath been calling upon his people in t!:!s 
Wilderneſs, 'by his Word an{ faithful Ambvaſſydors, by who!c 
mouth he hath threatned aweful Judgements, except we repent: 
The watchmen of Ephraim that have be:a wich Go4, have blo! 
the Trumpet, an4 given the Alarm. Not only by fone who 36 
yet alive, but by the former Prophets, who have finiſhe.! thei 
courſe, and are gone to receive their Crown, the Lord hath 920! 
ſpeaking and foleggnly warning this people, O New £149 
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the day of thy Watch.men is come upon thee z even the day 
which thy Watch-men have told theEwas coming. How _inex- 
cuſable then ſhall we be, if we do not return ? And the Lord hath 
very lately ſaid, He would try one experiment more, with a fin-" 
ful people, 1s, may be they wilt rear. He hath therefore [o ordered 
by his Providence, as that the Meſſengers ot thele Churches 


. here met together in his Name, to enquire into the caulcs of that 


1\{mal diſpleafure, which hath been wricten againſt us, in ficry 
and bloody Characters, and to fix upon Scripture expettients 
tor Reformation. If what-comecth in that way, and the woice of 
the Lord init. bedeſpiled and rejetted, we may fear, that there is 
a weful dy, not far off. It was a ferious and weighty word which 
4 (1) faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, who liveth in another Colony, 
not long ſince expreſſed in a great Aſſembly, Tovr hearing the 
min of God, declared by the Syno.l, will be a fignal Teftimony of an 
humbled People; but if you will not hear what i; ſopreſented to youy 1 
tr/lifie unto you in the Name of the Lord, it may be written ovev 
your door ry They are not humblcd unto this day, 

Confider. 3. * A yet there hath not been that Retwrning unto the 
Lord twhith ought to br, and which He doth expect from this Peo+ . 
ple, The generality of m:ndoc not frame their doings to Turn 
unto the Lord. If they Retarn, it is not to the moſt High. Ir 
was a fad word which the Lord took up againſt his People of old 


Hol. 11.7. Ay People are bent to back ſliding trow me : though they 


called them to the moſÞ High, none at all would. exalt Him, They 
that did Retwry when called upon thereunto, were ſo few, as that 
they {eermed none at all, I doubt not,” but that (through grace) 
there are many particular pertons among us, unto whom God 
tath tandtified his awfull Difpenſatzons, in order to their cffeQu- 


«| Conyerlion and Reformation: but our inifcry is, in that there- 


1s no pencral Turping trom Sin and World; unto God in Jetus - 
Cariſt, Alas,that it may be (iid as in Am 4. / have wite<9/den the 
rain from you yet have you not rethrned unto me (aith the Lord. I rave 
/mitten you with blaſtin? ani MlieWwp : yit have ye not return'd unto 
!: I have (ent among youthe Peſtilence, after-the manner of Erypt, 
J-ur young men have ſliin with the (word, 1n4 have tak'n ava) your. 
korler, yet you have 1m Retuyned unto m1. He thas was proud, is {9 * 
ile that wasa\VorlUling, is fo ſtil he that was a Pot-compani- 
01, X that Ci] haunt Alc houſes or. Qrdinaryes, doth (0 {til That 
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- which is ſpoken of the Children of 1ſracl, is ſadly true concern- 
ing the moſt of men amongſt us, Pſal.78.32. For all this, they 
finned ſtill, Devouring Plapues had been round about them, 
for all this thiy ſinned fill. Moſt wonderfull mercies and ecmi- 
nent deliverances did the Lord vouchſaſe unto them : For al 
$ bis they finned ftill.. And is it not fo with us « War, Mortality, 
Fires have been amongſt us; Yet men continue (inning ill, The 
Lord hath by a Miracle of mercy, reſtored peace and health to + 
the Land, that the inhabitant thercof is not ſick - yet men con+ 
tinue ſmning ill, 

Conſider. 4. What bliſſed enconragrment we have to be Retr n+ 
ng wnr0 God, He had a delight in our Fathers, and hath chuſen 
us their children to be his Pcoplc. He is O#r God ſtill. He hath 
not written over us Lo-ammi and Le-rabemab. As yet we have a 
Cay uf Grace. As particular perſons, ſo Churches and Congre- 
gations have the r day of Grace, Chriſt {aid unto Jeruſalem, (and 
he wept when he ſaid it) O that thou hadff-known in this thy day 
the things that belong unto thy peace, Luke 19.42. And O that in 
this New- Bnglanas Day, we knew the things that belong unto 
our peace, before they be hid trom our eyes. We may be hap- 
Py, if we have an heart to conſider it, The Lord we (ec, isloth 
to make us as Admah, to {ct us Zeboim, He is not willing to give 

up his own Iatereſt here ; He waits to'be gracious : He waits 
ro ſee if we will Return unto him, that ſo. we may be fit for mcr- *© 

' cy, and then we ſhall hade it. O then, let vs return. before the 

Decree bring forth, before the Cay paſs as the chaff, before the 
Cay of the Lords anger come upon us, Theretore, 
Conſider 5, The good that will follow in caſe ve dor Return, \f 
we Return to the Lord, He wi!l Return unto us, with mercies & 
bledings more then ever. Mal. 3.7. Even from the dayes of you 
F ather 1,you are gone avay from mine Ordinances, and have yot kept 
them: Return» unto mt, and I'will return unto you, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts. The Lord will then make it appear that he is »wy God, & 
that he is Fehovah. As he was known unto his People in the years 
of ancient Generations by his Name Jehovah, when he did fulfil 
& give Being to his gracious Promiſes.Mark how the Prophct 

Danicl ſpeaketh, Ch. 9. v.13. that we wight turn from our [n:* 

quityer, aud underſtand thy trath, q,d. The Lord hath promilc! 

to ſave and bleſs thoſe that Turn from their iniquitics ; and ; _ 


® 


of a Covenant People; * 
bad done ſo, we ſhould have known by gracious experience, the 
truth of Gods word. Sothen, if we Return, the benefit will be 
our own : Good will come unto eur ſelyes thereby : and. to 0- 
| therstoo. Ezek. 18.30. Repent and turn your ſelves, (o we read 
it, butthe Hebrew word (») [7eba/hibs} ſignificth, to. make to be 
Converted, Repent and make others to be Converted. -It is al- 


, 
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(m) Converti + 
facit-=. Avizs 
ſomaunuy, 


wayes the property of truce Repentance, that it maketh» men en- 


deavour that others may repent too.- And uſually, if one. Re- 


pert, another followeth : Examples are yery powerfull: yaur ; -* 
Zeal ſaith the Apoſtle,bath provoked many, 2' Cor.v.2, If-one © 


Church ſect a good example, « may be, many will follow : An4 
then, O what glory will come to the bleſſed Name of God, If'a 
Pcople ſhould become all Kighteons, the Lord is glorified, I{a. 50. 
21. And what joy doth this cauſe in heaven ? 1f there be joy in 
Heaven, when ore Sinner Returns unto Gud, haw much morc, 
when a whole Church ſhall become zealous an1Repent, and in- 
gage themſelves to a more cloſe and holy walking with God, 
than cver before ? $ Te 
onfider. 6, we muſt of neceſſity Return unto the Loyd our God, 
Ah ever we deſire to eſcape deltruttion, this concerns us. What 
an awſull Scripture is that, Jer. 15.7. { wil deftroy my People, 
ſith they Return not from their wayer. It is not being viſibly the 
Lords People; it is not the external enjoyment of ſpiritual Privi- 
ledges that can ſecure or ſave us, except we Return ; We have 
60 other way left in heaven or on earth, but this. We have many 
enemies, not only in Hell, but on Earth, ready to ſwallow us up, 
iſthe Lord benot on our ſide, If God be net our Friend, we 
aro the miſerableſt —_— under heaven ; An4- we have little 
reaſon to expect, that the Lord will ſtand by us, if we will not 
Return unto him. Either we ſhall have no deliverance, or none 
in mercy, if we Return not. It's truc, that God to ſhew his So- 
vercignty, doth ſometimes (ave an A People, as he did 1+ 
racl in & dayes of Jchoahaz, and of Jeroboam the. ſecond, 


a Kin 13.5,6. & 14.27.But ſuch Deliverances leave men the 
mote inexcuſable, and uſually end in the ſaddeſt deſtruttiens and 
ceſolations, except there be Repentance. 

Queſt. But what ſoall be done that ſo Wwe may Return unto the 
Lord our God ? : | 

Anſiv,” Let #3 NOW vp and be ci The longer a_perſon or 


a 


ny 


\ 


The great Conttrdming 


| a People ſhall Cefer their Repentance, the harder work willthey 
find of it : Jer.13.23, Can the Ftbiopian change his ſkin, or the 
Leopard his (pot? ? then may ye alſo doe good, that ave accuſtomed 


ro dos evill, Therefore the Lord urgeth men unto preſent Obcci- 
ence : Jer.25.5. The Lord hath ſint wnto you all bis Servant the 
Prophets, rifing tarly and ſending themg--+ they ſaid, Turn ye again' 
[Now] every ane from his evill way, and from the evill of his do- 
wgs. Ephraim is an unwiſe ſon when he ſtayeth long inthe 
birth." Is not Repentancea good work? And are not the Ex- 
pedients in order thefeurto good to be attended ? Then the 
ſooner we-doc it, the better. It was (ſometimes ſaid tothe Elders 
of Judah, why are ye the laff to bring back the King to his heuſt ? 
2 Sam. 19.11. Every Churctris an houſe of David (i-e.of Criſt 
the true David) Why ſhould any of us, cfpecially, why ſhould 
any Churches ſeck to be the laſt that doe by Renewing their Re- 
pentance and ſolemn Mmgagemerts'unto the Lord, enccavour to 
eſtabliſh Chriſts Throne amongſt us, 

2. L et us pray and promiſe bitter Obedience, O cry to Heaven 
as Ephraim did,7 urn thou me and I ſhall be turned, Mcn (ayhbey 
cannot turn themſelves. Muſt they it ſtil then, & doe no 
under pretence that God muſt do.all? Nay, but they muſMtic 
up themiſclves, and call upon God, lt is a precious Truth, that 
the Lord has in his gracious Covenant, promiſed that his people 
ſFall return unto bim : Nevertheleſs, he ſaith, / wil yer for thu be 
erquired of by the houſe of Iſracl, to do it for them, Fzck. 36.37 Nor 
is 1c enough for us to pray, but we muſt, (though not in our on 
ſtrength) promiſe better obedience, And this particular, Coth 
not only ſeit with the ſoleran work, which we arc now to atten, 
and which hath occaſioned our being thus before the Lord this 
Cay: butit is the very dire&tion, which God himſelf doth give un-. 
to his Ifrael in this Context,that ſo they might become a Return- 
cd, Reformed people, Take with you words, and turn to tht 
Lord, What words ? cycn words of prayer; therefore it is ac 

ded, ſay wnto bim, take away all Iniquity, &c, And word's of prov 
Miſc too, ſo will.we rendey the Calves of our lipr., The Lord puts 
them upon promiſing, that they would live more to his praife 
and glory for the time to come, then ever they had done belore- 
And accordingly we ſee them Renewing their Coverant, VC? 3- 


ſour Fall not ſave ma, we wil not [ay any more, to the works ory 
& 00.51 


\ 


of a Covenant Peopir, | 15 
FD kandr, ye are ony Codr. So that they engage apart the _ | 


reigning fins of the Times, which they had becn guilty of, and 
that for the ſuture, they would endeavour to love God more, and 
to ſerve him better. 
And that this Renewing of Covenant, is a Cuty incumbent upon 
theſe Churches, (=) 1 have formerly ſhewed, and (hall not now (#\In a Sermon 
in'ft much upon it, eſpecially conticering, that there is a great 21 Neh. 9 ;8, 
voice out of the Temple calling unto it, 1 mean in reſpet of what von pond, 
the Meſſengers of the Churshes, have lately and unanimouſly de- cla 
clared to be the mind of Chriſt concerning this matter. The 
Truth is,(+) that if there wcreno viſible Apoſtaſy amongſt us, yet 
it might be good to Renew our Covenant with God, that ſo we (o) See Mr, 
way be the better able to ſtand our ground, if a Temptation to Wilzrds Ser- 
fortake the Truth ſhould overtake us. The Children of Iſrael ſer. 19? 9 Joth, 
cd the Lord all the Cayes of Joſt uah, yer te puttkem upon © 
R'newirg their Covenant, that ſo they might be kept from Apo- 
faly for the future, Joſh. 24. 27, : 
There {cemns to be an hour of Temptation cc ming upon all the 
Weyl, i. e. upon the Churches of Chrift diſperſed throughout the 
world, Prov.3.8. Andif fo, theſe New Enpliſh-Churches, muſt 
expctt a day of Trial erclong,though what the particular Tcmp- 
tation will be, is with God. Now for us, in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, to Renew our Ingagements to the Lord, and one to another, 
is the way (by the grace of Chriſt) to ſtand faſt in the Profeſſion 'p) up DF. 
ofthe Fauth, and order of the Goſpel, There (p) is miſerable per- aVep - _ 
h:liouſneſ(s in the Revolting hearts of men, upon which accounts, — © 
all Bonc's that may be, arc cxpeccient and neceſſery, - Yet I per- 
ceive, that there are necdle{s{cruples and objections in the munds 
of men, againſt to good and holy a work, ; 
1, Some objett, what need ax) particular ſins be mentioned muſt 
we til the World of our particular ſins ? 
Anſw, As for ſecret ſins,which only Gqd knoweth of, men 
oupht not to declare them before the World , Bur tuch cvils as 
are publick,they ought publickly and particularly to be engaged 


, 3gainſt. Thus when the Lords people renewed their Covenant 


"n Nchemiahs Time, They Cid engage particularly againſt thoſe 
evils of unlawful Marriages, Oppreſlion, Sabbath breaking. neg- 
cit of Divine Inſtitutions, &c. which were the {pecial prevailing 
w1quitics of that Time and place, Neh, 1c,30.31,3 5- A general 
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confeſſion af fin, is not true.Repentance, except there be this an} 

_  thatparticularſin bewailed before the Lord. No more are pe. 
neral promiſes for Reformation ſufficient. | 
Objed. 2. Some lay, our Fathers forty years agoe, did net pyg. 

iſe any ſuch Renewing of Covenant, as that which is now urged, n;; 


did they approve of it. | 
Anſw. If when Afa called upon the Lords people to attend 
this work, they ſhould have put it of, by ſaying, in the dayes 0: 


David (your great grand-Father) there was no ſuch thing pratti- 


16 


fed, and therefore why ſhould we ds it now? Had it not .becn ca-- 


ly to Anſwer, the ſtate of things then and now doth preatly dif- 

fer. There is more cauſe, and a greater call, to attend ſuch 

a21Juty now, then there was then. The like may be ſaid in this 

caſe. There was not ſuch Pride, Intemperance, Formality in 

Religion, & other evils amongſt Proſefſors, as is now to be (cen, 

an] therefore not ſo mueh ne:d to engage againſt thofe (ins for- 

merly, as at this day. Nor is it truly ſaid that this is any ew 

Pra#ice, or not approved of by thoſe, who were Inſtruments in 

(p)v, Nortng the hand of Chrift, in planting theſe Churches. For they pro- 

ia Reſp.adAp-, cecded much upon this Principle, (q) That Reno varion of Cove- 

| = = | yan is an expedient for Church Reformation: And their praRite 

L1. Cao.22.  wasaccordingly. They were in Covenant with God, before they 

21d Pargerds knew this Land; and therefore what they did here,was a Rene: 

Ecclef. Polit, * ing of Covenant. | 

Cap.3.-p.172,. Obje. 3. But what ſhall become of the old Covenant ? 

"73: " Anlv. If when Meſes called upon the Children of Iſrael toRe- 

. new their Covenant in the plains of Moab,Deut. 29.1. it ſhould 

have been faid, but what ſhall become of the old Covenant, 

which we entred into at Horcd, forty years agoe? Would it not 


have bcen xeplyed, that Covenant is hereby, not nullified but 


confirmed. So is that Covenant which we are now engaging our 
ſelves unto the Lord by, a confirmation of what hath been for- 


merly done by us, There is not any one particular m2ntioned in 


this Covenant, which is 2 #* v duty, or nat required in the ever- 
lating. Covenant, nor inJe2d any thing but what was containe\ 
in that expreſſion of the Covenant formerly, w#: promi/e 
cleave unto the Lord at onr G11, to him anly,ant to the L111 Jeſu 
Chriſt, a4 or only Prieft, Prophet an{ King; H: that obſerveth 
L the fir tan! great Cxmmin ment, can not but keep all the wb 
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of a Covenant People, _ 


$ if this general and ccmpretenſive Coverant be Cuely remem- 
bred ard obſerved, no more is required. The particulars which 
this Covenant is Franched out into;co but cxplain «8d fo confirm 
cur former Ingagements. Ard it 15 of great aCyant#ge, to Fave 
the Coverant thus particularly exprefiec and explaived, that iy 
2ry one. may ſe wu hat they arc bound unto. - 
Obje(t-4. Altkongh the Ola:T iflamint ſpraketh mrch about 
Rinewing Covenants yet We read nothing of that matter in the News 
Tiftamint, 
Antw.' And is the Old- Teſtament become Apocrypha in theſe 
cayes ? Men confider not, that by this Objection they ſtrike at 
the FounCation of all theſe Churches, & introduce a principle, 
that is Ceſtrudtive to the very Form and being ofa Congregational 
Churcb. Where Coth the New-Tcftament in ſo many exprets 
worc's ſpeak ofany,cxplicite Church Coycnant ? The Newl cſta- 
ment is more ſparing, as to the mentioning of things, abuncantly 
n': ed on, in the Old- Teſtament, When the Anabaptiſts object, 
that the New- Teſtament ſaith nothing of Childrens right to the 
deal.of the Covenant ; do we not rightly anſwer them, but their 
right: thereunto is plainly aſſerted inthe Old-Teſtament, and 
no where repealed in the New ? cven fo, we have Examples for 
Renovation of Covenant in the Old Teſtament, and it is no where 
concemned in the New. But as the Judgements which befel the 
Lords pcople of old were recorded for our Ac monition, fo the 
courte which they took, in order to Reformation, is writ- 
( tor our Inſtruction and Imitation, 1 Cor. 16.11. It is a greae 
Truth, that practices mentioned inthe Gld Teſtament, not pe- 
Cliar to that Pedagogs, but of moral and perpetual Equity, Co 
bind men in the ayes of the Goſpel ; and of this fort, is the Re-. 
novation of Covenant, with the Lord our God, Nor navſt it be 
frantel.that the New-Teſtament is a ſtranger to any ſuch pra- 
ice, For the Jews that we read of in the ſecond Chapter ot 
te Atts, were in Covenant with God, beforc the Time cf Refer- 
11,11 came, asthe_ Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Heb g. 10. yet it ispaſt 
£09tthat when three thouſand were added to themy'1.e. tothe 
M1 at Jeruſalem) they renewed their Covenant with God, 
*"« with the Lord Jetus Chriſt, And 1 would Cefirc thoſe tha! 
_ t1Objection,to give us an Inſtance of any Gotpel Church 
Wick »CiNg unces /pſritval decien front was recoyered from thei! 
backlit gf 
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(m) Read Mr, 
Cotcon of the 
holiaz(ſs of 
Church-mem- 
Dern, 


I 


T he griat C oncernmett 


back{idings, without Renewing their Covenant. When the ,Church + ;, 
Ala, (ſome of them) bad fallen by their Iniquity, th? Lord Jeſs called upon 
them to Repent and Return, and that implyeth that they ought ro atteny 
Scripture exp:dients for Reformation; of which this Renovativn of Core. 
naat is none of the lea(t, 

Obje&. 5. Some lay, The Covenant inſoftrid, w: ſh7y make m:n afraid ty 
Joyn 10 tbe Church? | 

Aaſw. The Covenant is no firifter then Gol hath made it, who ſaith un. 
toerery one that hates to bz Reformed, What ba/# rbou to doe to take my Co- 
venen! mio thy mouth ? In the Covenant which we are about to Renew,there 
1s nothing expreſſ<d but plain clear datyes, required in the Goſpel. They 
fhatare ſincere will not be afraid of Church Communion, becaule they mul} 
b> un.er obligation to pcaCtiſe according to the Scripture, And as for 
thoſe that are not fincere,thzy are b2tcer out of the Church then in is, lt 
was a mercy to the primitive Church, (m) whea as thole that were not tru- 
Bzlievers #o man 4urft joyn bimſelf unto tbem, Act,5,13,14. The fewer Mr. 
pocrites (who are loth to come up to the practice and power of godliaz(s) in 
a Cuurch, th: b2tter, Though ſuch will creep in unzwares, Jude,4, ye! we 
ſh 114 not let them in, if we knew then to b- ſuch, Sincere Profeſlory 
are Golden M:mbvers; and therefore to have Churches conkilt of ſuch, as inuch 
as may b:, is the way to have tham contiale Golden Canliefticys, 

OvjeR, 6. This Covenant is either of Grace or of warks : if of works, we dare 
mot m:d1le with it: if of Grace, why ſpou!d w: R:n:w it ? 


.An'w, How is it poible for any underſtanding Chriſtian to imagine, that 


a Cov2nime made with God through Feſ« Cbrif, is the Covenant of works, 
or that a Couvenant wherein men profeſs them(aves unzble to do- any thing 
of th-m'elv:s, an1 that wherein they failia their Ovziience, they look tor 
pard »aing mercy through the M-4jztor, is a Coveaant of works? All whici 
is trite with reference uato the Covenant before as, And whereas it is (aid 
that m2n und-r the Corenmt of Grace, need not to Renew their covenant» 
ins with Go, nothing can bz ſpKen mare coatracy to Scripture, or totl! 
pra Rice of Saints, - Was nat Jacod under the Covenant of Grace © Was hit 
11a (tate of Salvation by virtue of any oth2r Covenant then ghat of GraÞe * 
Yet inthztim2 of his ditre{;, h2 Reazwel his Covenan!, in giving himicll 
up to G31, and promiſing to cl-xve unta the Lord as bis God, G2n. 23.22, 
Doth nat Faith in Chrift give m2n an Inter-!t in th Covenant of Grace? 
Tien as often as Bzlievers renew their cloſing with Chrilt, they doe on tes 
parts, R:a2w their Corenant.. But they that d»2 already believe, may a1 
{hou a,11:a an4 again give themſelves up to the Lord Jeſus, Jo'\.2.11. 
C wr ofa that they worſhip the Lord Jeſus Chriit, and more 
e"22cia'ly in that Ordinan e ofthe Lords Supper, doe implicitly Renew (cit 
Conſent toth2 Copenunt of Grace, Andifan implicit Rexovaetion of Cv enall 
h- neceiſary, then ſometiaves to do? it after the malt folema an: ( xpreſs 
1 the 


manner that may be, will certainly'tend to the glory of Gud, an 


good of Souls. _ 
Ovj. 7. Inthelatplace ſome object, What ſhould we Rene w C075149 17h) 


w: [hall not &-ep Covenant when we? bave done ? of 


An'w, That's gv good Objection. It makes me think of che man val 
Lai 


of « Covtuant Poole, 19 


Luther ſpeaketh of, that bad made many Vows to God, but broken them all ; and 
thercfore he reſolved, that for the future, he would live at a looſe end, and covenant 
no more, that ſo he might be at the more libert; to ſin, 1s it ſo with any of your ſau? 
Then in the Name 0 , how can you, how dare yo4 approach onto the Table of 
the Lord ? Ifol:mnly declare untoyou in the Name of the Lord Jeſus,that if any 
man or woman among{(t you, be ſecretly in leagne with fin, and cherefore unwilling 


to be further ingaged to the holy and glorious God, you will eat and drmk Judge-. 


ment to your ſelves, and the oftner you come to that ſacred Ordinance, the greater 
will your Damnation be at the laft day, Let us every one be fincere and watchball, 
'hen thall we Keep Covenant, 1, Be Sincere : let us not give up our Names only, 
but our Hearts unto God in Jeſus Chriſt, It is recorded concerning the Lords Peo- 
ple in the daves of Aſa, rat they entered into 4 Covenant to [ech the Lord God of their Fa- 
thrs, with 41] their beart and with 41l their ſoul, '2 Chron, 15,12, Let us be ſure that "x; 
tearts be in this work : then ſhall we be like to keep Covenant when we bave do 

vtherwiſe not. Good Jofah, when he renewed Covenant,he did it with all bis beart, 
2 Chron,34.31, And thence he performed what h: promifed. But the People too 
generally did what they did, out of compliance with him, buttheir hearts were noe 
'11. it, Jer.3.19, And therefore they quickly broke their Covenant with God, O then 
|<! > be fincere in this matter. 2, And Watchfull. For a fincere godly man may be 
z-lty of great vivlations of the Covenew, and by his iniquity in that reſpect,- fall un- 
der the heavy judging hand of God; and all this for want of due Waichfullneſs, How 


hae the Lords Servants come to Fall after ſuch a fearfull. manner, as ſome of them : 
have done, and that ſoon upon the moſt ſolemn Ingagements unto God ? But be- 


taule they did not dueky Watch, and take heed to their ſpirits leſt they ſhould deal 
treacheronſly. Peter renewed his Covenant with the Lord Jeſus, when he promiſed 
n-1crto forlake him,but to dye rather; and yet heprelently ated contrary to that 
Ingagement, becauſe he depended too much upon his own ſtrength, and was not 
F.-15ly wake bfull as he eught to have been . - 
La'tly, L90& up to Chrift. Olook unto Jeſs: let us look unto him for pardoning 
mercy, He hath offered Sacrifice, whereby Attonement is mate for the whole Con- 
grepgation, Look to Him for all ſupplyes of grace continuaſly, He hath grace enough 
fur usall, Joh.1.16. Of bis fullneſs baye we all received grace for grace, And what 1$ 
«tat can be done or thought of, without Chriltt? What are Yows and Covenants 
eic-pt Chrilt be in them ? Alas | many poor ſouls, when outward or inward diſtreſs 
a". 1Nguith is upon them, they will vow and ſwear toGod that they will never com- 
mit fuch & luch fins any more : & yet when ſtrong temptations come, they break all 
bonls,& their corruptions are 45 much unmortified as ever, Why ? Becauſe they pro» 
\Cin their own ſtrength,and know not what it is by Faith to ferch ſupplyes of grace 
29 ſtrength from the blood, ar..4 from the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, _ Ye lay inthat 
Covenant, which we are here met before the Lord to ingage our ſouls _ this Cavs 
that we will doe this and the other thing which God requireth [5» the belp of Chri@] 
O remember. that it xe hy the Help of Chriſt, if we doe any thing, Aad.there- 
fore let us d=pend upoa God in Jeſus Chriſt , tO doe all our works in Us and for vs, 
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did: Domine, 


pe jb 


The Covenant which was wmanimouſly con» 
| fented nnio, is as followeth. 


\ 7 E, who through the exceeding Riches of the Grace and Pa- 
, tience of God, doc vet continue Meinbers of this Church; 
being now adcmbledin the boly Preſence of God,and in the- 

| Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; after humble Comteftion of 


our manifold breaches of Cevenant before the Lord our 

God, and earneſ? ſupplication for pardoning mercy throug}: 
{he blood of Chrut;and deep ac know! dgmment of our great unworthine(s ty he own - 
ed as the Lords Covenant Pevple : Altu acknowledging our inamlity to kyep Coro- 
pant with God, or fo perfor rm a8y ſp itual duty, valets the Lord Jeilis doe enable 1s 
therevato by his Spirit. iweliing in us : And heing, awtully feaſblrthatit is a dovat- 
AN thing, for 1 full du't and aihes,per ſorally to traniatt with the inhnitely glorious 
Majeſty ot Heaven and Earth; We do, in humble coundence of his grac JOUu$ a! BMance, 
aril accentance through C brit, each one of us, for our [elves,and jovntly as a Chu rch 
of the ling God, explicitly renew our Covenant with God, and one with another, 
i3 manner and form tollow ing. That 15 to fav, 

We do give up vur ſelves Unto that Gol, whoſe Name alone is Jehovah, Father, 
Son, and |1oly Spirit, as the only true and living God , And unto our bleſſed Io: 1s 
{us Chit, as our only Sa1 four, Prophet, Prieſt, and King over our Souls, an.| only 
Mev1iator of tne Covenant of grace; promiting (by the help of his Spirit and grace) 
to cleave unto Gol as our chief good, and unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by F aith, in a 

way of Guipel Obedience, as hecometh his Corenant People for ever, We doc ; 
iQ) give up our OF pring unto God in Jeſus Chriſt; avouching tbe Lord to be | 
God, anc! the God of our children : And our ſelves withour children to be his people; 
humbly adurigg this grace of God, that we and our Offipring with us, may be look- 
ed upon as the "Lords, 

We doe alio give up our ſelves one no another, in the Lordzaccording to the will 
of God; freely covenanting and binding our (ctves to walk tugether, as a right oro: - 
ed Congregation and Church of Chritt; in all the wayes of his Worthip, accordins to 
the holy Rules of the word of God : promifmg in brotherly Love, faithfully to wv arch 
over one anothers Souls, and to ſubmit our ſelves unto the Diſcipline and gorern- 
ment of Chgiit in his Church, andducty to attend the Seals, cenſures, or w Fate er 
Ordinances Chrilt bath commanded to be obſerved by his People, according. to *s 
order of the Gufpel, (ofar as the Lord hath, or ſhall reveal unto us by bis Word a: 
Spirit, 

And whereas, the Melſlengers of theſe Churches, who hare met together i in the 
Name of Chrift, tzenquireiuto the Reaſon of the Lords Controverſy with this |is 
People, have taken notice of many provoking evils, 2s the procuring cauſes of the 
Judgements of God upon New-England, io far as we, or any of us have been guilry 
of fin in reſpect of any of them, we defire from enr hearts te bewail it before the 
Lord, and humbly to emeecat for pard oning mercy, for the ſake of the blood of the 
Everlaſting Covenant. 

Andas an expedient unto Reformation of thoſe, or whaterer evils have provoked 
the eyes of Gods glory amonghit us ; We doe ſubjoyn unto our Church Coyenant # 
further Engagement, whereby we doe, azinohe preſence of God, promiſe, - 

i, al 


1, That we will (by the help of Chrift) labour every one of us, to Reform his own 
heart and life, by ſeeking to mortify a our Sins, and exdearouring to walk more 
cloſcly with God, then ever we have done , and to uphold the power of godlineſs ; 
and that we will continue to worſhip God in publick, private, ſecret , and this (as 
God ſhall help us) without Formality and Hypocrifie ; and more fully and faifhfolly 
then heretofore, to diſcharge all Covenant dutyes one towards another in a way of 
Church Communion, 

2. We promiſe ( by the belp of Chriſt) that we will endeavour to walk h« fore 
in our houſes,with a perfeQ heart:and that we will uphold the worſhip of God 
in continvally, according as he in his word doth require, both in reſpect of Pra\er, 
2nd reading the Scriptures, that ſo the word of Chriſt may dwell richly in us; And 
that we will do what in uslyeth, to bring vp our Children for Chriſt, that they may 
become ſuch, as they that have the Lords Name put upon them by a ſolemn dedica- 
ticn to God in Chrilt, ought to he ; and that therefore we will (fo far as there thall 
be need of it }Catechize them, and exhort and charge them to fear arid ſerve the 
Lord, and endeavour to ſet an holy Example before them, and be much in Prayer for 
their Converhficn and Salvation. ; : % 

3. Wedo further engage (the Lord helping of us) todo what in us is, that we 
may be pure ftom the ſins of the Times,even thoſe provoking Evils that have brought 
the JOY of God upon New-England; And in our places toendeavour the ſup- 
preſſon thereof; and that we will make Conſcience to walk ſo, as that we may not 
2ire occaſion to othersto4fin, or to ſpeak evil of our holy Profeſhon, | 

Now that we may obſerve and keep this ſacred Covenant, ang all the branches of 
it inviolable for ever, we defire to deny our ſelves;tadepend wholly upon the power 
of the eternal Spirit of Grace, and upon the free mercy of God, and upon the merit of 
Je{vs Chriſt, and where we ſhall fail, there to wait upon the Lord Jeſus for pardon, . 
a::4 fur acceptance, and for healing, for his Names ſake. ; 
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